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REMARKS 

In the Office action mailed on January 16, 2004, claims 24-25 and 28-29 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taylor in view of Terpstra. Claims 26-27 
were rejected as being unpatentable under the same references, and further in view of Vogl et al. 

Applicant disagrees that it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the references to produce the invention, as claimed in any of the pending claims, 
However, for the purpose of advancing prosecution while reserving all rights to prosecute the 
claims as originally filed in a continuation application, applicant has amended claim 24 to 
include the limitations of claim 26 and to also add further language to clarify important 
distinctions between the claimed invention and the cited art 

Even if it were obvious to combine Taylor, Terpstra, and Vogl, as suggested, the 
claimed invention would not be produced. Amended claim 24 states that "each side skirt pivots 
and slides relative to a single point on the side panel." In contrast, Vogl's side guard pivots and 
slides relative to different points, not a single point, as claimed. See Figure 5 in Vogl where 
guard 35 slides relative to pin 42, and pivots relative to pin 36. In essence, pin 36 prevents 
pivoting of guard 35 around pin 42. Therefore, the cited references cannot be combined to 
produce the invention, as claimed. 

As shown, in Figures 3A-C from the application, the single point side skirt connection 
provides greater degrees and range of movement to accommodate a workpiece moving through 
the sawing area, thus minimizing extraneous air intake and further enhancing the overall 
efficiency of the vacuum system. As now recited in amended claim 24, the air intake opening is 
permitted to drop behind a trailing edge of the workpiece while the side skirts are supported on 
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a top surface of the workpiece as it moves through the cutting area. This would not be possible 
if the side skirts were attached at two points, as with Vogl's guards. 




PIG. 3C 
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Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above amendments, withdrawal of the 
rejections and allowance of all the pending claims. 
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